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If it was not a hoax or an o tim]i
illusion, it was certainly the “most
puzzling secret weapoms that Allied
fighters have yet encountered. Recent-
ly, night fighter prlots based in France
told a strange story of balls of fire
which for more than a month had
been following their planes at night
over Germauy. No one seemed to
know what, if anything, the fireballe
were sopposed to accomplish. Pilots,
guessing that it was a mew psycho-
logical weapon, named it the ‘“‘foo-
fighter.”

Their descriptions of the apparition
varied, bat they agreed that mys-
terious flares stuck close to their
planes and appeared to follow them
at high speed for miles. One pilot said
that a foo-fighter, appearing ag red
balls off his wing, stuck with him
until he dived at 36Go miles an hour;
then the balls zoomed into the skv.

Sceptical scientists, baffled by the
whole affair, were inclined to di'avmiu-

the fireballs as an illusion, perbaps an
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after-image of light which remuined
WIOE' eyes after they had been

by flak bursis. But front-line
oon-mnt- and arm-chair experts
had a 3 | TlloLlolemnl guess-
ed— (1) that the balls of fgm were
radio-coutrolled (an obvious absuridy,
since they could not be synehronized
with a place’s movements by remote
control; (2) that they were created b;
“electrical induction of some sort,”
f:zh)mt:t they were attracted to tl

ism. The correspond-
ents ‘m foo-fighters were
mtended—(1) to dazzle pilots; (2) to
serve as aiming points for anti-aircraft
Phumn; ng:l) t?-! )interfm with a
's r; to cut a plane’s

iguition, thus stop its engine":n midl
air

Some scientists suggested another
possibility : that the fireballs were
nothing more than St. Elmo’s Fire, a |
reddisb, brush-like discharge of atmo- |
spheric electricity which has often
|heen seen near the tips of church
steeples, ships’ masts l.nr yardarms.

On boarding the train, the bride
and groom tipped the porter gener-
malev tn keon their mnewlv.waddad
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ously to keep their newly-wedded
state a secret. The pair then retired
' to tneir sleeper. Next morning, con-
scious of the knowing glances cast his
way, the angry groom called the po:-
ter to account.

“Goodness, mister,” he replied, “I

dn’t teli anybody. Some people ask-

me if you two was married and |

y8 no, "re just good friends.”
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