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FOO FIGHTER

If it wasnota hoaxor an
optical

illusion,it was certainlythe most
puzzlingsecretweaponsthat Allied
fightershave yet

encountered.Recent-

ly, nightfighter pilotsbasedin France

tolda strangestoryof ballsof fire
whichfor more than a monthhad

been followingtheirplanesat night
over Germany.No one seemedto
know what,if anything,the fireballs

were supposedto accomplish.Pilots,
guessingthatit was a new psycho-

logicalweapon,namedit the "foo-
fighter."

Their
descriptions

of the
apparition

varied,
but theyagreedthatthe mys-

teriousflaresstuckcloseto their
planesand appearedto followthem
at highspeedfor miles.One pilotsaid

that a
foo-fighter,appearing

as red
ballsoff his wing,stuckwithhim
untilhe divedat 360 milesan hour;

thenthe ballszoomedintothe sky.

Scepticalscientists,baffledby the
wholeaffair,were inclined to dismiss-

the
fireballs

as an
illusion,perhapsan



Northern Times (Carnarvon, WA : 1905 - 1952), Friday 29 June 1945, page 2 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article75112804

after-imageof light which remained

in the pilots'eyesaftertheyhad been
dazzledby flak bursts.But front-line

correspondents
and arm-chairexperts

had a fieldday.Theysolemnlyguess-

ed— (1) thatthe ballsof firewere
radio-controlled

(an obviousabsuridy,
sincethey couldnot be

synchronized

with a plane's movementsby remote
control;

(2) thattheywerecreatedby
"electrical inductionof some sort,"
(2) thattheywere

attracted
to a

planeby magnetism.The
correspond-

ents guessedthat
foo-fighters

were
intended—(1)

to dazzlepilots;(2) to
serveas aimingpointsfor

anti-aircraft

gunners;(3) to interfere with a
plane's radar;(4) to cut a plane's

ignition,
thusstopits enginein mid

air.

Some scientists suggestedanother
possibility:

that the fireballswere
nothingmorethanSt. Elmo'sFire,a
reddish,brush-likedischargeof atmo-
sphericelectricitywhich has often
beenseennearthe tipsof church
steeples,ships'mastsand yardarms.

On boardingthe train,the bride
and groomtippedthe portergener-
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ously to keep their
newly-wedded

statea secret.The pairthenretired

to theirsleeper.Next morning,con-
sciousof the knowing glancescasthis
way,the angrygroomcalledthe por-
ter to account.

"Goodness, mister,'"he replied,"I
don'ttellanybody.Somepeopleask-
me if youtwowas

married
andI

ys no, they'rejustgood
friends."


